
Name: __________________________________  
Date: ___________________________________  
  

READING GUIDE: CHAPTER 8 
Enrique’s Journey 

 

Directions: Complete the questions below by answering with complete and thorough eighth-grade 
responses! Use evidence from the text when appropriate.  
 

1. The book discusses how once reunited, mothers and children first try to hold on to a fairytale 
idea of how they should feel toward each other, but then their true feelings surface. On the 
lines below, identify four different reasons why true feelings surface. Think: Why does the 
fairytale idea go away? 
 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Compare and contrast how Maria Isabel and Belky handle the news of Enrique’s arrival. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3.  Enrique and Lourdes have both good and bad moments together. Describe how they interact 
with each other when they are having good moments. Then, describe how they interact with 
each other when they are having bad moments.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What news does Enrique learn from Maria Isabel at the end of the chapter? What decision do 
Enrique and Maria Isabel make regarding their future?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

 
Discussion Question: As readers, we see Lourdes and Enrique struggle in their relationship together. 
Do you think Enrique is justified in how he feels towards his mother? Why or why not? Do you think 
Enrique is justified in how he treats his mother? Why or why not? If you could say anything to 
Enrique right now, what would you say? Why would you say it?   
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